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3rd January 2021 

 
 
Ref: Closure of St Stephen’s Church of England Primary School and Parkfield 
Primary School from Monday 4th January 2021 
 
  
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Happy new year to you all.  
 
Sadly, the number of cases of coronavirus in Wolverhampton has continued to rise in 
recent days: 
 

1. The rate in Wolverhampton is increasing fast and there is no evidence of it 
slowing 

2. The rate is currently at 674.7 per 100,000 as at the 31 December 2020.  This 
rate was 337 on 24 December 2020 

3. Wolverhampton’s positivity rate is at its highest point since the pandemic 
started – 24.3%, in line with many London boroughs 

4. Over the last 2 weeks we have seen an extreme spike in Covid case 
numbers, far exceeding anything previously  

5. Wolverhampton’s Covid case rate is seeing a significant increase across all 
age ranges including children 

6. Currently our profile is similar to that of London and the South East 2-3 weeks 
ago 

7. Based on the current high positivity rate and increasing overall rate, it is highly 
likely the new more aggressive variant is within the City 

 
With this information in mind, St Stephen’s Church of England MAT Trust Board 
have made the decision that both St Stephen’s Church of England Primary School 
and Parkfield Primary School will be closed from Monday 4th January until Friday 8th 
January. Both schools will be closed to all children Monday 4th January and will open 
for children who are classed as vulnerable and whose parents/carers are critical 
workers on Tuesday 5th January, all other children will access remote learning. See 
information on critical workers below:  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-
educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-
maintaining-educational-provision  
 
All pupils not attending school will be provided with access to remote learning (more 
information to follow tomorrow). Our plan is to review the situation again on Thursday 
7th January to make a decision on opening both schools for the following week. This 
will be announced to you all in the morning of Friday 8th January.  
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Parents and carers of vulnerable children and those who are critical workers will be 
contacted by their individual schools on Monday 4th January, to confirm their 
child(ren)’s attendance for the following day. The school offices will be open 
tomorrow if you have any further questions. 
  
In light of the statistics detailed at the beginning of this letter, Wolverhampton City 
Council have formally written to the Secretary of State for Education to express their 
concerns and seek Government support on all primary, nursery and special schools 
in Wolverhampton moving to remote learning from 4th January. Wolverhampton 
Council are yet to receive a response to this, however as a Trust we have made our 
decision to remain closed to protect our staff, children and families in the 
Wolverhampton area where rates are high.  
 
Children working remotely from home who are currently claiming free school meals 
will be provided with a voucher for a local super market. Vulnerable and key worker 
children attending school who are currently claiming free school meals will be 
provided with a school meal as normal.  
 
I fully appreciate this change may cause you some inconvenience, however the 
safety of our school community remains to be our absolute priority.  
 
Thank you for your support and understanding. 
  
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Wayne Downing  
Chief Executive Officer 
 


